
What is the CBCB and how did it start in Boston? 
The CBCB is a three-day design and construction competition that invites individuals 
from a mix of experience levels and disciplines to actively address social, economic and 
environmental issues through their participation in a rapid, community-based design-build 
quest. Common Boston Common Build 2011 is the second event held under this name. It 
follows the example of the Design Build Challenge, a traveling national competition hosted 
by Common Boston on behalf of Project Locus in 2009 and the Common Build 2010.  

Common Boston will partner with the Building Material’s Resource Center (BMRC) to host 
this year’s CBCB.  In keeping with the festival’s theme of “Live & Learn” the Common Build 
will be geared toward bringing individuals together with institutions.  Participants will be 
encouraged to design and implement projects that raise awareness of the built environment 
and inspire connections across the urban fabric.  The CBCB addresses questions related 
to concepts of place, materiality, ecology, connectivity & periphery in the neighborhoods of 
Boston.  

 
You will be provided with a client & site at the kick-off event on June 23rd.  To maintain 
a level field the specific Boston neighborhood and sites will not be announced until the 
competition begins.  Teams will meet with their client to determine project scope, propose a 
design and construct the installation all within the three day time frame of the event.

Who are the Clients?  Where are the Sites? 

What does the CBCB address this year? 
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What will the projects be? 

How are projects funded? 

  

How are projects judged? 

	

Do I need to get volunteer insurance for the event? 

How do I register? 

	  
Projects will need to fit within the code limitations established by the city of Boston.  They are to be 
small scale installations designed so as not to require any building permit.  These limitations will 
be described in further detail in the information package distributed to teams.  The specific project 
type will need to be determined after assessing your client’s needs and proposing a design solution. 

	  
The CBCB Client will not provide funding for individual projects.  Teams are encouraged to procure 
funding prior to starting the event; a $200 spending cap for project materials is encouraged.  Teams 
have a responsibility to address the client wishes while creating a design that meets their budget 
and design intent.  Projects will not be judged on the cost/quality of the materials used.  

	  
A panel of jurors consisting of design professionals from various disciplines as well as community 
advocates will evaluating the installations.  They will visit build sites on Sunday, June 26th to review 
projects and determine the competition winners.  All teams asked to tour with the jurors to see 
other projects.  Projects will be critiqued based on design concept, design execution/construction, 
material creativity, innovation, sustainability, level of community engagement, contextual response 
and ability to meet client needs.  Additionally, a popular favorite will be determined via an online 
poll through the cbcb.commonboston.org website beginning the week until the awards ceremony.
	
	  
All team members are highly encouraged to purchase volunteer insurance for the build days. 
Please see the entry packet for further information.  Insurance is available for $2 per person per 
day (just $6 for the weekend) and is a worthy investment in your safety.
	
	  
Email completed team entry form to cbcb@commonboston.org (in pdf format) by June 5th for pre-
registration. Registration fees will be paid through Eventbrite (http://commonbuild.eventbrite.com). 
Each team of five will purchase one ticket to the event ($50) teams of six or more will purchase two 
tickets ($100).   Each team member must sign and submit the liability waiver by the event kickoff.

Registration forms, liability waivers and additional information can be found by visiting our website:  cbcb.commonboston.org  
If you have further concerns please e-mail us at cbcb@commonboston.org

Winter 2011 Workshop Schedule

Basic Wall Framing

Ever wondered what’s behind that plaster or drywall? If you are
planning to build a wall or simply want a better understanding of
how the walls in your home are constructed, this class will get
you started. Learn the basics of 2x4 wall construction and framing
techniques, and gain hands-on experience. Participants will frame
in rough openings for a door and a window as well as constructing
corner and partition wall connections.

Vin Dorio has been a carpenter for more than 20 years. He has
worked on small and large remodeling projects as a carpenter,
supervisor, and manager. His company, House Calls, specializes in
home maintenance and remodeling projects.

Saturday, January 22 10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

Workshop policies

Sheetrocking and Taping

Sheetrocking and taping is a skill that will benefit virtually all
homeowners, whether you’re building a new wall or repairing an
old one. This class includes how to measure and cut drywall,
apply it to studs, and tape and compound the joints for a smooth
finish surface. Patching existing walls will also be shown. Through

demonstration and
some hands-on, you’ll
learn how to make
your walls look their
best. Participants
should wear work
clothes.

Frank Harris is the
owner of Drywall
Plus, a sheetrocking
and taping company
serving Greater
Boston since 1988.
In addition to exten-
sive experience in
sheetrocking, Frank

is skilled in light interior framing and painting. He is a licensed
construction supervisor and a member of the Boston Building
Materials Co-op board of directors.

Saturday, January 29 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Participants may register for
classes in person, by phone,
or via mail. Payment must be
made at the time of regis-
tration. Cash, checks, and
credit cards are accepted. If
registering by mail, call first to
check workshop availability.

If you are unable to attend and
wish to cancel your registration,
you may do so under the
following conditions:

1 If cancellation occurs at least
one week (seven days) or
more before the class, you
may receive a refund, less a
$5.00 registration fee.

2 If cancellation occurs by
4:30 p.m. on the Tuesday
before the class, you may
receive a class credit, less
a $5.00 registration fee.

3 All other cancellations
are nonrefundable and
nontransferable.

Boston Building Materials Co-op and
Building Materials Resource Center

Free Energy Upgrades for
Boston Residents

Through Renew Boston, city
residents (owners and tenants)
can receive free energy
upgrades to reduce energy use.

For more information, visit
bbmc.com, call us at 617.442.2262, or stop by.

BMRC 




